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PREFACE. 


T0 ALL THAT LOVE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
8, | IN SINCERITY. 


My dear Friends, 

Be assured that I have 
your welfare very much at heart in the Jollowing 
publication, which contains Two Discourses, 
nearly as they were delivered from the Pulpit. 

be WM And though in this attempt I labour under many 
discouragements, it gives me unspeakable pleasure 
and to contemplate the Find reception it will meet with 


ute I from you. 

* While the self-exalted Pharisee ts looking upon 
it with a proud contempt, and the self-conceited 
novice, destitute of all honest and manly criticism, 

* is endeavouring to exaggerate its imperfections, by 


envious and scurrilous invectives, you will be 
reading for the edi fication of your immortal souls. 
Many of you, among whom I have gone preaching 
the kingdom of God, and especially you who are 


PREFACE. 


my own dear children in the Lord, will doubtless 
receive this as a tribute of my unfeigned affection ; 
for you above all others always lay near lo my 
heart: ani it is my fervent prayer, to the God of 
all Grace, that you may be kept by his Almighty 
Power, through faith, unto Salvation. That 
though the iniquity of error abounds, and the 
love of many lo the truth wares cold, you may be 
included in the happy number of those who $hall 
endure to the end, and enter the joy of their Lord. 


William Wales Horne. 


YARMOUTH, 
February 14, 1800. 


SERMONS. 


PHIL. CHAP. I. VERSE 17. 
Striving together for the faith of the Gospel. 


AITH is one of the most essential things 
treated of in the Scripture, and in a particu- 
lar manner ought to engage our attention; be- 
cause without it tis impossible to please God. As 
it is written, Heb. 11. 6. but without faith, it is 
impossible to please him. And what a desirable 
thing 'tis to please the great and eternal God, by 
whom we live, move, and have our being! On the 
other hand, what an awful thing it is to live and 
die under his hot displeasure, whose wrath, con- 
sistent with his nature, is undescribable and eter- 
nal: and it is absolutely impossible to escape the 
divine vengeance without faith in Christ. 
Without this precious faith, sinners are exposed 
to the curse of God's holy law, the frowns of in- 
flexible justice, and to all the horrors of the infer- 
nal lake, which damned souls must eternally feel. 
Hear the Striking language of Jesus Christ, Mark 
16. 16. Le that believeth not hall be damned 
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So essential to the Salvation of sinners is Faith 
in Christ, that we find it constituted one great 
part of Paul's Ministry, who declared, that it had 
been his grand aim, and the principal business of 
his life, from the time of his conversion, to enforce 
the necessity, declare the excellency, and explain 
the mystery of Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. As 
we read in the Acts 20, 20, 21, © I kept back no- 


thing that was profitable unto you, but have 


* $hewed you, and have taught you publicly, and 
from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, 
“and also to the Greeks, Repentance toward 
« God, and Faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.“ 
So far was this great Apostle from making light of 
Faith, or thinking it an insignificant matter, that 
in our text, he exhorts the Church at Philippi, 
and it stands written as an exhortation to all 
Christians, and Christian Churches, to strive toge- 
ther for the faith of the Gospel. 
Let us take these words under consideration, by 
attending to the following propositions. 

I. The Duty of Christians to strive together for 
Faith. 

IT. To give a description of this Faith, viz. the 
Faith of the Gospel. 

As Christians, real Christians, are become dead 


to the world in some measure, and feelingly alive 
to God, through the powerful influence of con- 
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verting Grace, it certainly is but their reasonable 
duty, to be active in the cause of Christ, who has 
done so much for them; and therefore are consis- 
tently exhorted to rive. 

STRIVING, saith qur text. But how? And for 
what? We are exhorted, in some respects, not to 
strive; as in 2 Tim. ii. 14. charging them before 
the Lord, that they strive not about words to ng 
profit, but to the gubverting of the hearers. And 
again, in Phil. 11. 3, Let nothing be done through 
itrife, or vain-glory. This is striving for their own 
mind, and till, having nothing in view but vain- 
glory, and self-applause. Let us beware of this 
strife, my dear friends; and watch ard pray 
against it, as it 1s always destructive to the peace 
and comfort of a Church. But striving, as meg 
tioned in our text, is countenanced by God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
We have the approbation of Heaven for this kind 
of striving. May the Lord grant, then, that we 
may so striye as to obtain, and keep in possession, 
the desirable object that we are exhorted to strive 
tor. Christ himself exhorted his Disciples in the 
days of his humiliation, and now exhorts us to 
strive to enter in at the strait gate. The disciples, 
doubtless, having heard of distinguishing. grace, 
came and asked their Lord this question—Lord, 
are there fem that be saved 9 What answer did 
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he give? What improvement did he advise thenr 
to make of this doctrine? Did he say, like some 
in our day, Seeing there are but few comparatively 


that shall be saved, and the salvation of those be- 


ing certain, you need not trouble yourself about 
eternal things, if you are included in the number, 
you shall be saved, and therefore you may live as 


you list, in all the licentiousness Which your. cor- 


rupt nature delights in? No, the holy Jesus in- 
formed them in his answer, that this doctrine 
ought to have a different kind of influence over 
them; that as all are not interested in the great 
salvation, but on the contrary, few, compared 
with the bulk of the world, it behoves us parti- 
cularly to inquire, whether we are included, to 
make use of every means of grace with the great- 
est attention and seriousness, in order to make 


our calling sure, that we may also be assured of 


our election in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, (Eph. I. 4.) that having the evidence in 
ourselves that we are born of God, we may be 
taught to adopt the language of inspiration; and 
say, we lore him, because he first loved us. Such 
was the reply of Christ: strive to enter in at the 
Strait gate, for many I say unto you, will Set to 
enter in, and Shall not be able. (Luke, 13. 24.) 
Why not able? Because they strive not lawfully ; 
as Paul informs us in 2. Tim. 2. 5. And if a man 
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ulso strive for mastertes, yet is he not crowned, ex- 
cept he strive lawfully : that is consistent with the 
mind and will of God: coming to God in his own 
lawful and appointed way. The Jews of old strove 
to enter in, but were not able, because they strove 
like our modern Pharasees, to enter in by the works 
of the law. Rom. 9. 32. 33. But Jerdel, which fol- 
lowed after the law of righteousness, hath not obtain- 
ed to the law of righteousness ; Wherefore? Because 
lhey sought it not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law, for they stumbled at that stum- 
bling stone. They stumbled at Jesus Christ as the 
way to God; at his meritorious Blood, and im- 
puted Righteousness; at the free, electing, distin- 
guishing Grace of God in Christ, which are now 
tumbling stones, and unexpressibly offensive to 
the whole self-righteous tribe of free- agents. 
Again, the Christian has to strive against the 
deceitful lusts of his own heart; the diabolical as- 
saults of a tempting Devil, and the flattering en- 
ticements of a vain world, all which are combined 
to oppose his progress in the divine life. All these, 
Christian, you shall be enabled to conquer; yes, 
you $hall be more than conqueror; but remem- 
ber, it shall be through him who loved you, 
(Rom. 8. 37.) You must go against them in the 
strength of Jesus, and shall do all things through 
him, who is the everlasting strength of every be- 
ever in him. 
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But our text says, striving together. It is the 
gracious appointment of God, that his people 
Should dwell together in Unity, and therefore, he 
gathers them together by the preaching of his 
Gospel, communicates his loying-kindness to their 
Souls, makes known to them his everlasting cove- 
nant in Christ their head and representative, and 
diffuses spiritual life into their souls; thus their 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ. 1 John, 1. 3. 

And as children of the same family, loved with 
the same love, bought with the same invaluable 
price, the precious blood of Christ, members of 
the same mystical and glorious body, being all 
one in Christ Jesus; and beholding the reflection 
of his image in each other, they feel themselves 
happily united together in mutual love. This is the 
society of men which the Psalmist so much ad- 
mires, Psalm 133, 1. Behold how good, and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity. Now it is the duty and comfortable 
privilege of such to strive together for the ad- 
vancement of the redeemer's cause and glory in 
the earth. This should be done by striving toge- 


ther in prayer. O what a precious thing is prayer! 


What has prayer done! What is it that prayer has 
not done! O what boundless and unspeakable 
blessings have been poured down upon the church 
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in answer to prayer! Knowing the blessed effects 
of prayer, Paul exhorts the Romans, (15. 30.) 
To strive together with him in their prayers to 
God. Let us then, my Brethren, consider it 
our indispensable duty to assemble together and 
offer up united prayers before the gracious throne, 
in behalf of the Redeemer's cause. And it is no 
less our duty, and our privilege also, to strive to- 
gether for the faith of the Gospel; we are not to 
treat this as a matter of indifference, and vainly 
suppose with some, that if a man is sincere in his 
way, it is of no consequence what he believes; 
whether he embraces truth or error, he is in a safe 
state, because his salvation depends, not upon 
Christ, but his sincerity. No, God forbid that we 
Should acquiesce in such vain and Christ-dis- 
honouring sentiments, the falsehood and vanity of 
which, will immediately appear obvious, if we 
seriously consider how offensive error is in the 
Sight of God, how derogatory to his Glory, and the 
merits of Christ ; and also, if we consider further, 
the striking contrast between truth and error as 
described in the precious volume of truth. Error 
is represented in such terms, as make it appear 
as it really is) black as Hell itself! And truth is 
represented in such glorious terms, and described 
as possessing such amiable qualities, that it shines 
bright as Heaven 


10 

But what faith are we to strive for? The faith 
of the Gospel, as distinguished from others, 
Eph. 4. 5. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, 
And Jude the 3, It was needful for me to write 
unto you, and erhort you, that ye Should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the salnts. Knowing it to be a matter of the 
greatest importance, sive, contend earnestly, that 
ye may be sound in the ONE faith ONCE deli- 
vered to the Saints; having right views of God as 
a covenant God and Father; of Christ, as the only 
Mediator between God and Man, the way, the 
truth, and the life; the fountain fulness of grace, 
the source of everlasting love, and the able, wil- 
ling, complete and everlasting Saviour of the 


Elect; and of the holy Spirit, the comforter, who 


convinces, converts, and sanctifies, all who are 
savingly brought to a knowledge of the precious 
Jesus. 

Sincerity must not be substituted for the Faith 
of the Gospel; for a godly sincerity springs from 
the influence of faith over the renewed soul. 


Those who have experienced a divine change of 


heart, are in some measure led into the truth, for 
the promise is (John 16, 13.) when he, the Spirit of 
Truth is come, he will guide you into all truth. 
Permit me to ask then, are you experimentally 
acquainted with the NEW BIRTH? Are you 


passed from a death of sin to a life of righteous: 
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ness? If so, you come under the appellation of a 
believer in Christ Jesus; and consequently must 
be somewhat acquainted with ar. What I wish 
to suggest is this; that it is impossible to be ex- 
perimentally acquainted with conversion, and at 
the same time destitute of faith, 

We know that all men have not faith all men 
have not the knowledge of GodF: but surely no 
one will be so daringly inconsistent as to say, that 
this is descriptive of men renewed by divine 
Grace. No, if you have not faith, you are yet in 
your sins if you have not the knowledge of God, 
you are yet exposed to the wrath of him who will 
take vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Chris! 

Those who are new creatures in Christ Jesus 
are enlightened by the illumination of God's 
Spirit ; for he who commanded light to shine out 


of darkness, hath shined ito their hearts to give 


the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jesus heist. & They can behold in the 
face of Jesus the Attributes of God, sweetly harmo- 
nizing in a sinner's salvation : that in him mercy 
and truth are met logether, rightleousness and 
peace have kissed cach other.] That justice 1s satis- 
ted, the law fulfilled and magnified, and mercy 
is built up ſor erer: not upon the ruins of 
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justice, but upon the precious foundation of a cru- 
cified Christ. In him, God is just, yet the . 
of the ungodly. 

But methinks, some are ready to say, since 
there are such diversity of opinions in the world, 
how are we to know the true faith of the Gospel? 
How is it to be distinguished from others? I ans- 
wer, By the volume of inspiration, the precious 
Scriptures of truth : there we have a glorious fund 
of heavenly information ; precept upon precept, 
line upon line, so that he who runs may read. 


But some will object, that the Bible is so full of 


self-contradiction, that after searching, it is impos- 


sible to know what we are to believe. What a 


presumptuous reflection is this upon its divine Au- 
thor! What a striking proof of the darkness and 
ignorance of man by nature! So far is the Bible 
from self-contradiction, that the Prophecies and 
Doctrines thereof are admirable for their harmony 
and agreement. Read Acts 15. 14, 15. God did 
wisit the Genliles to take out of them a PEOPLE 
for his name, and to this AGREE the words of the 
Prophets. Yes, the Prophets and Apostles are all 
agreed in this, that God hath visited the world by 
Jesus Christ, to take OUT of it a people who are 
the objects of his everlasting love, and in his due 
time, shall be the subjects of renewing, and sanc- 
tifying Grace; and thus being made meet, shall, 
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at the dissolution of their earthly tabernacle, have 
an happy and easy transition into a better state of 
existence, the house not made with hands, eternal 
in the Heavens. 

Yes, my dear hearers, there is in the Scriptures 


such sweet agreement, and such plenitude of in- 


formation, that under the tuition of the eternal 
Spirit, hey are able to make us wise unto Salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.* And from 
these divine writings we may fully know the pre- 
cious faith of the Gospel. To this agree the words 
of an inspired Apostle, 2 Tim. 3. 10. Thou hast 


fully known my DOCTRINE, manner of life, 


purpose, FAITH, long-suffering, charity, patience. 
And so concerned was he, for the spiritual pros- 
perity of the Church at Thessalonica, and knowing 
that it depended entirely upon their establishment 
in the true Faith of the Gospel, he could not for- 
bear writing to them upon the subject. He well 
knew that, consistent with the Christian character, 
they must suffer tribulation ; of which he had 
already given them verbal information, and had 
exhorted them to continue in the Grace of God 
(i. e. in the Doctrines of Grace). 

But he knew as well, the propensity of theit 
nature to forget his exhortations, and to endea- 
vour to shun the cross by forsaking the faith of the 
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Gospel; which always meets with opposition 
trom a frowning world, a tempting Devil, and the 
ministers of Satan, transforming themselves into 
the ministers of Christ.* Lest they should turn 
aside after Satan,F and embrace the doctrines of 
devils,} the damnable heresiesh which Satan was 
disseminating in the professed churches of Christ, 
he writes with all the fiery zeal and affection of 
one who knows the inconceivable worth of souls, 
and che great importance of faith in the Lord Je- 
tus Christ. As we read, 1 Thess. 3. 5, 6. For this 
eause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to 
A NOW your faith, lest by some means the tempter 
have tempted you, and-our labour be in vain. But 
now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and 
brought us good tdings of your FATTH and ca- 
rity, we were comforted, Timothy carried Paul 
good tidings ; part ef which was their soundness 
and continuance in the faith; which removed his 
zealousy and anxiety, and administered joy to his 
soul, and to those that were with him; for now ye 
ite, saith the apostle, if ye Stand fas! in the Lord. 

Secondly. As there is but one true faith, which 
is plainly revealed to us in the Scriptures, it is our 
Duty to strive for it, that the Church may be 


Sound in the faith. That being rooted and grounded 


in the doctrines of Grace, they may be enabled to 


3 Cor. 11. 13. 1 5 7 1 Tun. 5. 15 . 1 Tim, 4 1. 8 2 Pet. 2. 1. 


r 


Is 


rely stedfastly upon the Lord, as the eternal, un- 
changeable covenant-keeping God ; who, having 
appointed and purposed all things in his eternal 
councils for them, performs his gracious will in alt 
his dealings with them, and dispensations towards 
them; both as a God of providence, and as a God. 
of Grace. | 

And knowing Christ as the inexhaustible 
source of love, the fountain-fulness of invincible 
Grace, they may be enabled to come with bold- 
ness o the Throne of Grace,* that they may ob- 
tain mercy, and ind Grace to help in the time of 
need. And being taught to view the complete 
body of Christ, the Church, as one with him, and 
eternally in him, they may rejoice in the safety 
and security of the people of God; that because 
Christ lives, (and for no other reason), they $/halt 
live alsoF; that their living depends entirely upon 
Christ's living—for heir life is hid with Christ in 
God. Thus they shall be enabled with boldness 
to bid their enemies defianee: because they must 
destroy Christ, in order to take away the life ot 
his people for Christ is their life. 

Observe here then, the great necessity ot 
preaching doctrinally, in order to. comfor! God's 
peopleF. It is the meat of the Gospel the pre- 
cious savory meat, such as their souls love, and 


* Heb 4. 16. + John 16. 19. | Col. 3. 3. 54 Ia. 40. 
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which their Father has provided for them in eo- 


venant. And shall we keep it back? God forbid! 
since it is so profitable to their souls, and so much 


for the Glory of free Grace. 

What teaches the Christian Resignation to the 
Divine Will? What causes him to rejoice in com- 
plicated trials, and difficulties, in dark and adverse 
Providences? Is it not the doctrine of the Gospel? 
Yes, it bears up his spirit under the heaviest pres- 
sure, and enables him to sing with Watts: 

The Gospel bears my spirit up; 
A faithful and unchanging God 
Lays the foundation of my hope, 
In oaths, and promises, and blood. 
Knowing that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, and that nothing happens by 
mere chance, or accident; but that every change 
and vicissitude is directed by the unerring council 


of God: that not an hair of his head falls to the 


ground without his notice, and divine appoint- 
ment; knowing this, I say, he is taught submis- 


sively to endure affliction ; and his language is, z 


is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good*— 
he performeth the thing that is appointed for met, 
he does all things well-—he knows what is best 
{or me. Being established in the doctrine of the 
Gospel, the Christian can triumphantly interrogate 
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with the Apostle, Who shall * ale us from the 
ove Christ?“ 

O what a never-failing source of consolation 
is the eternal love of God in Christ! and what so- 
lid comfort and satisfaction doth the believing 
soul derive from the everlasting Covenant, when 
he can say, although my house be not $0 with God; 
yet he hath made with me an ecerlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure! for this is all my 
salvation, and all my desire, although he make it 
not to gro. 

Though he may be tempest-tossed upon the 
waves of trial, faith looks to the covenant, and as- 
sures him he cannot be lost: and hope, animated 
with faith's report, pierces through the waves of 
trouble, and takes anchorage within the veil}. 

But what joy, peace, or satisfaction, can spring 
from the doctrine of human merit? * may, or I 
may not be saved; and though I am a Child of 
God to-day, to-morrow I may fail from Grace 
and perish! I have a never-dying $041 to sare 
* and fit it for the sky”. O what an arduous task ! 
what a great undertaking ! poor selt-righteous 
creature | you save your own soul! No, you have 
damned it by sinning against God; and did you 
see yourself as you really are, nothing but sin, you 
would start from your self-righteous stupor, dis- 


Rom 8. 35. + 2 Sam. 2g. 5. compared with Heb. 6. 17. 28. 1 IIcb. 6. 10 
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claim your own righteousness, and flee to Jesus 
with, Save Lord, or I perish. 

What distress, instead of comfort, the consider- 
ation of such doctrine must occasion in the soul 
that is truly concerned about eternal things! Then, 
sirs, we ought the more zealously to strive toge- 
ther for the faith of the Gospel, since the joy, 
peace, and comfort of precious souls so much 
depend upon their establishment in the truth. 

The want of this causes so many, that sincerely 
seck Jesus, to go daily bowed down with doubts 
and fears. Yet some will say, doctrines must not 
be preached, lest we hurt their tender minds; 
whereas, their distress springs from their igno- 
rance of God's covenant, love, purposes, and de- 
signs; and of his never-failing and resolute grace 
in Christ; that he is resolved to save his people, 
and though the gates of Hell may oppose, shall 
never prevail against them. We are to build them 
up in our most holy faith, that. they may know 
where to look tor wisdom, strength, righteous- 
ness, saintification,“ and redemption. 

And it error abounds, it is the business, not only 
of ministers, but of all Christians, as opportunity 
olters, to expose it, and thereby s/rive for the 
Faith. What is the advice of Paul to a young 
minister upon this subject? Tit. 1. 15. Rebuke 
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them sharply : For what? for every inconsistency ; 
but more especially for error, that they. may be 
Sound in the faith. | 
Thirdly. Strive for the faith, because you are 
prone to err. And how dreadful it is to err from 
the truth! In the real Christian, it is a God-dis- 
honouring, and soul-distressing thing: but in the 
mere professor, who becomes a final apostate, it 
is a Soul-destroying thing. Such are said to make 
shipwreck of faith and conscience, as in 1 Tim. 
I. 19. Holding faith and a good conscience, 


which some having put away concerning faith, 


have made $hiporeck. Alas! my friends, have not 
we seen something of this; some, that for a little 
time have made a blazing profession of Christ- 
ianity; and according to appearance warmly es- 
poused the doctrines of the Gospel, fall away, and 
become vile and open contemners of that truth 
which once they pretended to love. Let us learn 
from this, to strive together for the faith, lest by 
the darkness of error and seduction, we depart 
from the truth, and prove to all around us, that we 
were but mere professors of Christianity. Let him 
that thinketh he stundeth, take heed lest he full.“ 
Remember the language of Christ, they that. en- 


dure to the end, the same shall be saved. And, as 


the lip of truth hath informed us, that many shall 
fall away, we ought the more carefully to beware 


* , Cor. 10. 12. 
Cc 


22 
_ 
. 0 E_R9R" _<__'X_ATN — - — 1 


1 
1 
I 
| 
1 
1 
I 
: 
| 
ö 
| 


20 


of error, lest we are included m the unhappy 
number. Because the iniquiiy of error Shall 
abound, the love of many, (to the truth) Shall war 
coll, and we know that the mystery of iniquityf 
began to work in the Apostle's time, and many 


turned aside from the faith. Paul laments this in 


1 Tim. 6. 10. For the love of money is the root of 
all evil; which while some coveted after, they have 
ERRED from the TRUTH, and pierced them- 
gelbes through with many $orrows. And 1 Tim. 
4. 1. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the 
latter limes, some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and DOCTRINES 
of DEVILS. And we know that the man of sin, 
who eralts himself above all that is called God, 
hath for many centuries filled all Europe with his 
doctrines : let us then, my friends, take heed to 
ourselves, lest through the darkness of our hearts 
we embrace error for truth; and bow the knee to 
Anti-christ, instead of following, worshipping, and 
adoring, the only wise God our Saviour, to whom 
be glory, and majesty, dominion, and power, both 
now and ever. (Jude 25.) 

Fourthly. We should strive for the faith, be- 
cause error is of a damnable nature. It is of the 
greatest consequence, my dear hearers, what you 
believe; therefore, take heed what you hear, 
and how you hear, Go to the law, and to the tes- 


* Matt. 24. 12 / 2 Thes. 2. 7. 
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timony with what you hear, and like the Bereans, 
search the: Scriptures daily, And when you 
hear, consider the worth of your soul: hear with 
the greatest attention, and always lift up your 
heart in prayer to God for his divine direction 
and tuition; for who teucheth like him !* The 
damnable nature of error undeniably proves the 
absolute necessity of striving for faith. But some 
may be ready to say, I cannot believe that error 
is so destructive. Yes, Sirs, it is at the peril of 
your souls that you embrace those errors which de- 
preciate the merits of Christ, and exclude him as 
the foundation laid in Sion. Peter calls them dam- 
nable heresies.+ And such enemies of Jesus Christ, 
that will not have him to reign over them, shall 
be brought and slain before himf in the great day 
of his wrath, by the fire of his jealousy : for he is 
jealous of his own honour ; he will have all the 
power and glory ascribed to him; whose lan- 
guage is, my glory will I not give to another, 
neither my praises to graven images. & 

And again, we are called to keep the faith, as 
well as strive for it; we are not only to be faithful, 
but continue to be faithful unto death. O! how ani- 
mating is that precious promise be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
Rev. 2. 10. 


Job. 36. 22. + 2 Pet. 2. 1. f Luke 19. 27. Iss. 42. 8. 
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How the apostle triumphs in this,: a little before 
his departure from this world, © 7 have fought 
* @ good fight, I have finished my course, J have 
% kept the faith,” 2 Tim. 4. 7. Having on the 
whole armour of God, I have fought and con- 
quered, tho' all the infernal policy of devils, and 
Stratagems of wicked men have been unitedly en- 
gaged in planning my destruction ; and tho” they 
have a thousand times endeavoured to execute 
their malicious designs, tho' we have actually 
come to an engagement, I have fought victori- 
ously under the banner of Christ; and tho' a le- 
gion of sins have © warred in my members 
against the law of my mind, endeavouring to 
* overcome and bring me into captivity ;” I have 
fought, and thro' sin-subduing grace, am conquer- 
or; having obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day.* I have also fought against all the errors 
of the age, nay more, prophetically detected the 
errors of the man of sin, who shall reign, when he 
who letteth be taken out of the way.f With the 
sword of the spirit, which is the word of God, I 
have fought against all error, and kept the faith, 
in opposition to the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil: in the strength of Jesus, I have kept the 
faith, and now I die triumphantly ; for, / know 
whom TI have believed, and I am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed un- 


* Acts 26. 22» Þ+ 2 Thes, 8. 


J- 


to him against that day* ; who hath laid up for 
me d crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day.” 

Dismissing this part of my discourse, I come 
now PAs : on Wi Pettit 0 

II. To giye a description of this Faith, viz. The 
Faith of the Gospel: first, observe that the doc- 
trines of faith are here intended. 

Paul, the speaker, in our text, was a great ad- 
vocate for the doctrines of the Gospel; they ever 
administered joy, peace, satisfaction, and content- 
ment to his soul in the most trying seasons; their 
powerful, and holy influence over his whole soul, 
produced in him a most amiable and exemplary 
conduct; the love of Christ shed abroad in his 
heart, constrained him to detect sin and error, 
to love truth, and to follow after holiness. That 
unparalelled beauty and excellency which he saw 
in Christ, inspired him with longing desires to be 
daily more assimilated to his image. 

This was the influence which his doctrines had 
over his heart and conduct. And in his excellent 
Epistles, written under the immediate influence 
of the eternal spirit, how boldly and courageously 
does he defend the doctrines of faith! with what 
sublimity of thought, and holy raptures of soul, he 
mentions them! How forcible and conclusive are 
all his arguments in their defence! 


® 9g Tim. 1. 12. 
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But some Will tell us, though it must be granted 
that doctrines are his genefal theme in his Eprvrles; 
yet when he preached to a miscellaneous congre- 
gation; he did not insist upon them; they Were 
not the topic of his preaching ; and in course, 
Ministers Who profess to follow his: examples, 
ought to confine them to writing, or private con. 
versation among believers. * u, > 

How degrading would this have been to the 
Apostolic character! Paul would have been 
ashamed of such conduct; he detested such cow. 
ardice : let him speak for himself; 2 Cor. 10. 11. 
Let such an one think this, that Such as we are in 
word, by letters, when we are absent ; Such will we 
be also indeed when we art present: and lest any 
Should say, that he has not here a reference to his 
preaching, I refer you to Acts 20: 27; T have not 
Shunned to deciare unto you the whole council of 
God. | | 

The WHOLE—observe he kept back nothing, 
all that God commanded him, he dectared unto 
the people; and so zealous was he for the doc: 
trines of the Gospel, and the preaching of them, 
that he charges Christ's ministers to preach no 
other: 1 Tim 1. 3, and 4. 6. Tit. 2. 1. Charge 
Some that they teach NO ERH DOCTRINE. 
If thou put the brethren in remembrance of 'these 
things, thou shall be u good minister of Jesus 
Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of 
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GOOD DOCTRINE. Speak thou the things 
which become SOUND DOCTRINE. 

Here is a particular charge, given to ministers 
not only to contemplate, to conyerse upon pri- 
vately, but to teach, heal, put the brethren in 
remembrance of, and by so doing, young ministers 
will become more established in the truth; nour- 
ished up in the words of faith. It is their business 
to speak, and speak out boldly, courageously, posi- 


tively, the eternal and immoveable Truth of God: 


so shall they glorify their divine master, and com- 
fort the souls of his people. 


Secondly. We will come now to treat of faith | 


dwelling in the hearts of all those who are spirit- 
ually taught of God. and, ö 

First, observe, at is not a natural quality of the 
human heart. Men in a Natural State are entirely 
unacquainted with, and destitute of faith in Christ: 
2 Thes. 3. 2. Al men have not faith. No, it is all 
of God's free grace that any have ; for the people 
of God in this respect are not different from others; 
but as they lay in the ruins of the fall, are upon 


a level with the rest part of mankind : Children of 


wrath even as others, dead in sin till quickened by 
God's Spirit; for he hath concluded them all in un- 
belief (Rom. 11. 32.), and it is infinite mercy that 
any have faith in Christ. 

It does not belong to corrupt nature, neither 
have men in nature's darkness any thing to de 
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with the faith of God's elect : because they are 
under a covenant of works, and faith is peculiar 
to the covenant of Grace; they are married to the 
law, which is their firs! kusband; and till they be- 
come dead to him, cannot be married to another 
(i. e. to Christ by faith), wittout being called 
Adulteresses. Some may object to this way of rea- 
soning, but let such remember, that it is not mine, 
but borrowed from Paul (Rom. 7. 3, 4, &c.), who 
knew by experience the necessity of becoming 
dead to the law, before any can be alive to Christ, 
by a vital faith, which always unites to him, and 
claims him as an Husband:* © when the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and I died.” Seeing the 
law's purity and his own sinful deformity, he died 
to all hope of being justified by the law in the Sight 
of God. f He was not even invited to come to 
Christ, while in his self: righteous state. Whatever 
you may think, my dear hearers, of Universal Ex- 
hortations, Jam bold to assert, that not one of the 
self righteous are invited to come to Christ. I have 
good authority for this assertion; read Mat. 9. 13. 
1 am not come to call the Righteous, but Sinners 10 
Repentance. 

Secondly. As faith is not 4 natural Grace, it is 
no duty of the law. Rom. 3. 28. Gall. 2, 16, and 
3, 12, and Rom. 9, 32, all undeniably prove faith 
opposite in its nature to the works of the law; 


* Ia. 34. ©” > Gal. 3. 11. 
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that it is not a duty which God requires of his 
people, but a grace which he gives them. In the 
first- mentioned Scripture, we are told, that a man 
is jusltfied by faith without the deeds of the law ;; 
so that it is evident, faith cannot be one of the 
deeds, or duties, that God has made incumbent 
upon his creatures in the decalogue. And Gall. 
2, 16, beautifully corresponds with this: Knozw- 
ing that a man is not jistified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ; even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law, for by the work of the law $hatll 
no flesh be juslified. Faith and the law are here 
held in contrast by the Apostle, as having nothing 
to do with each other; the former points to, and 
enables the soul to embrace a bleeding Christ, as 
the way to God ; the latter demands perfect holi- 
ness of the creature, and curses to eternity for the 
least transgression. They are so diametrically op- 
posite in their design, their nature, and their Jan- 
guage, that they must not be blended together, for 
the law is not of faith, Gal. 3. 12. and conse- 
quently faith cannot be of the law. | 
Learn, my dear friends, to distinguish between 
law and gospel; the want of this occasions much 
darkness and distress ofsoul. We are always to keep 
distinct the following things: viz. the old covenant 
and the nero, the sced of the serpent and the seed 
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of Christ, the old man and the new man, the law 


and the &Gospel; and be assured that your comfort 
and establishment in the truth very much depend 


upon this. | 


Further, had faith been a duty of the law, the 
Jews of old would have obtained that which they 
Sought after, (the peculiar favor of God), for they 
Sought it by the works of the law, but faith was 
not of the law, and therefore they could not obiain 
it, as it is written Rom. 9. 32. they Sought it not 
by faith, but as it were by the works of the lato. 

O! may the Lord enable you to seek him $0 as 


to find him, and experience the blessings of Grace 


peculiar to his spiritual Israel. 
Having asserted that faith is not a natural grace, 


nor a duty of the law, the question naturally fol- 


lows in the 

Third place, How comes faith ? This is a ques- 
tion that vught to be well answered, and there- 
fore 1 shall not speak in my own language, but in 
the infallible language of inspiration ; for which I 
refer vou to Rom. 10. 17. Gal. 3. 2. Heb. 4. 2. 
The first, Scripture informs us of the glorious 
channel through which the Lord conveys faith to 
the soul. Fail cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. This proves that the preach- 
ing of God's word is the general conveyance of 
faith. [Tow can they hear without a Preacher * 
And “ul is entirely of God's free grace, for hot 
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can they preucli except they are sent Every true 
minister of Jesus has his qualifications from Hea- 
ven—is educated in the grand College of Im- 
manuel, and ordained by the Brshop of Souls ;* 
who sends him to do his appointed work : 
g go to all that I Shall send thee, and whats0- 
ever I ο mand thee, thou shalt £peak,F saith the 

Thus commissioned, he exclaims, Though T1 
preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of, for 
necessily is laid upon me; yea, woe is unlo me if 
I preach not the Gospel “f A twofold necessity is 
laid upon me, woe is unto me if I preach not, and 
woe unto me it 1 preach not {ke Gospet. 

The Lord thus sends forth his Ministers to 
preach his precious word, which comes not in 
word only, but also in power, and in much assu- 
rance, and in the Holy Ghos!S The Lord opens 
the hearts of sinners, that they attend unto the 
things which are $Þoken ;\|—the Tholy One of Ts- 
rael; who teaches his people to profit, gives them 
the hearing ear, and as many as were ordained 0 
eternal life belicce.* Not because they are obe 
dient, and perform the duty of faith, but because 
it is given unto them to know, and believe the 
mysleries of the kingdom of Heaven. 


ail a6 hey TiC g 1 % lk 1.6. 
Acts 16. 14. T I8a. 48. 117. As. 13. 48. 
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Paul interrogates such in this language, (Gal. 
2.) Received ye the sprrit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith ? Not by the works 
of the law; the spirit is not given because they are 
obedient, but to make them obedient ;- that they 
may serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness 
of the letter :* and then the seroice of the Lord 
becomes perfect freedom ; they delight to do: the 
will of God, because his law is written upon: the 
table of their hearts.t | 

It is by the hearing of faith that the Wer is 
thus received; by hearing the love, mercy, pity and 
compassion of the Father, in the gift of the Son 
faithfully preached ; by hearing of the love of 
Christ in his covenant-undertaking, and wonder- 
ful sufferings for his people—the spirit takes of 
the things of Christ and shews unto them—their 
deaf cars are unstopped to hear the voice of 
Christ, saying, behold me, behold me—was ever 
Sorrow like my Sorrow]—their eyes are opened to 
behold him 1n all his bleeding charms, and with 
divine ravishment of soul, they gaze upon him, 
till tne wonderful sight endears the Saviour to 

their heart. | 
Herein is the distinguishing grace of God ma- 
nitested, and gloriously magnified, for many hear 
externally, t comparatively are savingly taught 
by the Spirit. Tor unte us was the Gospel 


* Rom. 7. 6. + Pſa 49. 8. } Lam. 1. 12. 
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preached as well as unto them, but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mired 
with faith in them that heard it (Heb. 4. 2.) 
Hearing will profit nothing without believing, and 
faith is the gift of God,“ consequently it is to the 
praise of the gtory of his grace,F his free, sove— 
reign, and distinguishing grace, that you are pro- 
fited by the preaching 'of the word : for who ma- 
heth thee to differ from another 9 And what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive ® Now if thou 
didst recerve it, why dost thou glon as if thou 


hadst not received 11? 


If Evangelical faith is a duty, the believer may 
glory, and boast himself against the unbelicver. 9 
He may, with the greatest propriety, address him 
thus: Faith is the duty of every creature where 
the Gospel comes; J have been obedient, and 
performed my duty by believing, you still remain 
in a state of disobedience, neglecting to do the 
duty faith; therefore stand by thyself, come not 
near lo me, I am holier, I am more obedtent, than 
thou.|| O Sirs! let us pray God to shew us daily 
more of our own insufficiency and nothingness, 
that, under the influence of distinguishing grace, 
we may abhor ourselvesC, and looking to the high 
Rock Christ Jesus, triumphantly exclaim with the 
Psalmist, not unto us, not unto us, O Lord! hut 


unto thy name be all the glory. 


* Eph, 2. 8. + Eph. 1. 6. f 1 Cor. 4. 7. Rom. 11. 18. || Ita. 65. 5. 
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All self-glorification and boasting is excluded, 
because, | | 
Fourthly, Faith is the work of God, and the 
free gift of God. I would appeal to the Scriptures 
in order to attest the truth of this. For remember, 
you that are displeased with this doctrine, that the 
Bible, the precious book of God, is the object of 
your displeasure, The scriptures always were, and 
always will be affrontive to the proud, carnally- 
minded Pharasee ; for the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither CAN he know them, 
because they are $piritually discerned.* 

And now I will prove from God's oron word, 
that faith is his work, and his own free gift ; and 
when we have a THUS SAITH THE LORD, 
blind, fallible reason ought to be silent. Read 
gol. 2. 12. 2 The. 1.13; 1 Pet. 1,5, 1 Gor. 2, 5. 
with many other passages that I might quote, all 
which beautifully corroborate to prove, what I 
have already as8erted—Faith God's work, God's 
free gift ; and harmoniously agree in ascribing all 
power, praise and glory, to God, and the Lamb 
ren, 

That it is the work of God is evident; for we 
are risen with him ii, e. Christ) through the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath raised him from 
the deat. The very same power that raised Christ 
from the dead, gquickened us who were dead in tres- 


* 2 Cor. 2. 14. 
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passes and Sins, and gave us faith, which is em- 


phatically termed FAITH OF THE OPERA- 


TION OF GOD: the powerful, irresistable, 
wonderful operation of the Spirit. We were shut 
up in nature's darkness, in unbelief; and in that 
state we must have remained, had not that God 
who commanded the light to shine out of dariness, 
Shined in our hearts“: The very same power that 
created all worlds, created us new creatures in 
Christ Jesus; or wrought faith in our hearts, 
which are synonymous terms. Now I would ask, 
Is it the duty of an unconverted man to make 
himself a new creature in Christ—to give himself 
the Holy Ghost ?—O dreadful idea! bordering 
upon blasphemy! and not less dreadful is the idea 
of Evangelical faith, as the duty of the uncon- 
verted: for if faith is the work of the Spirit, and at 
the same time the duty of the creature, it conse- 
quently follows that it is the duty of a man dead 
in sin, to give himself the Spirit of God! A senti- 
ment equally absurd as presumptuous! and to be 
detested by all sincere advocates for the glory of 
free grace. 

Faith 1s not the duty of the creature, but the 
work of the Spirit: $uch porwer belongeth unto 
God. It is according to the good pleasure of his 
goodness, that he worketh in the hearts of sinners, 
the work of faith with poroer. (2 Thess. I. 11.) 


4 9 Cor, 4. 6. + Pſa, 62. 11. 
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It is an almighty and miraculous work of God, rate 

to take away the s/0ny hear!t,* slay the enmity of to C 
the carnal mind, break the strong holds of the Chu 
devil, and create anew, the will, affections, and belc 
all the faculties of the immortal mind : all which com 
must be accomplished before any one can believe pres 
to the saring of the Soul: for real believers are said les} 
to be in the Spirit: without faith it is impossible mon 
to please him (Heb. 11. 6.) and we know they that by! 
are in the flesh canno! please God (Rom. 8. 8.) con- in t 
sequently believers must be in the Spirit; for if GO 
( any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old and 
things are passe away, behold all things are be- (Ep 
come new ; and the new creature is the work- F 
: manship of God, created in Christ Jesus unto good whe 
works.| Such a renewed. Soul is kept by the power mys 
of God, through faith, unto salvation.{ The Lord eve) 
manifests his power in the believer's perseverance, and 
by strengthening his faith; for his ever-living his 
head and advocate pravs for him that his faith [N01 
fail nol.“ | but 
Being preserved, called and kept by the power cau 

of God, in Christ Jesus, he bears witness to the OILS, 
truth of Paul's assertion (1. Cor. 2. 4. 5.) that the bab 
preaching of the Gospel is not with enticing son 
words of man's wisdom—endeavouring to recon- SON 
cile the two seeds which God hath eternally sepa- M. 


Elek. 17. 19. t Rom. 8. 7. 1 Heb, 10. 9. 2 Cor. 5. 15» 
| Eph. 2. 10. 1 x Pet. 1.5, * Luk. 22. 32. 
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rated, taking the children's bread and casting it 
to dogs; enticing unbelievers to come into the 
Church, by telling them the faith of God's elect 
belongs to every creature where the Gospel 
comes—No, the believing soul knows, that 
preaching the Gospel is not with these enticing, 
flesh-pleasing words of man's wisdom, but in de- 
monstration of the spirit and of power. He knows, 
by happy experience, that his faith does not s/and 
in the wisdom of man, but in THE POWER OF 
GOD. For by grace are ye saved through FAITH, 
and THAT not of yourselves, it is the gift of God 
(Eph, 2. 8.) 

Fifthly. Faith is termed a mystery, and those 
who have it in possession are said o hold the 
mystery of faith in a good conscience (1 Tim. 3.9. ) 
even the mystery which hath been HID from ages 
and from generations, but is now made manifest to 
his sAIxTS (Col. 1. 26.) for unto them it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven; 
but to others it is not given, (Matt. 13. 11.) be- 
cause the Father hath hid these things fram the 
wie and prudent, and hath revealed them unto 
babes. And if any object to this, or require a rea- 
son why God hath done so, a very precious rea- 
son is annexed, for so it Seemed good in his Sight. 
(Matt. 11. 25. 26.) 


* Cen. 3. 15- 
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He hath chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise, in the preaching of his 
word; he opens to them a door of utlerance, to 
Speak the mystery of Christ (Col. 4. 5.); they 


Speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, by decla- 


ring and vindicating, from the Scriptures, the eter- 
nity, co-equality, and unity of the three persans in 
the God-head (1 John, 3. 7.), these three are one. 
The eternal, inseparable union of Christ and his 
people (Eph. 5. 30), this is d great mystery ; but 
I speak concerning Christ and the Church. The 
union of the two natures in Christ, human and di- 
vine (1 Tim. 3. 16.) great is the mystery of godli- 
ness: Gor was manifest in the flesch. These are 
mysteries that soar beyond the utmost stretch of ei- 
ther human or angelic imagination : but though in 
themselves incomprehensible, faith assures the 
Christian that such mys/eres really exist. He knows 
that they are every way compatible with the in- 
comprehensible nature of the Deity. He does not 
aim with the Infidel to define the divine perfec- 
tions of Jehovah, and bring them down upon a 
level with his carnal reason ; he is more happily en- 
gaged in contemplating, with love and amaze- 
ment, the innumerable and unsearchable Attri- 
butes of his covenant-keeping God; and his di- 
vinely animated soul is taught to exclaim with 
one of old, Cans! thou by searching. find out God? 
Canst thou, find out the Almighty unto perfection ** 


# Job. 11. 7» 
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Grace teaches him to believe in God, and con- 
cerning God, as he is revealed in the precious 
Bible, where he has discovered himself as a God of 


love and grace; consequently the Christian re- 


joices in the mysteries before mentioned: that 
Father, Son and Spirit, bear witness to the ever- 
lasting covenant-engagements in behalf of his soul, 
which cannot be broken ; that agreeable to this 
covenant, the Son assumed human nature, died on 
the cross, finished salvation, ascended to Glory, 
and as God-Man, intercedes for him at the Fa- 
ther's right hand; and deriving spiritual life from 
Christ, he feels his soul vitally united to him, as an 
evidence of his membership in that eternally com- 
plete body of Christ—the Church purchased toit) 
his own blood.* 

Sixthly. As faith is a grace of the spirit, a mys- 
tery taught by him, it certainly must be a blessing 
of the new covenant; for all the blessings of grace 
were provided by the Father, in the covenant, and 
given into the hands of Christ : blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ: according as he hath chosen us 
in him, before the foundation of the world, that we 
Should be holy, and without blame before him in 


love. (Eph. 1. 3. 4.) 


Acts. 20. 28. 
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Before the foundation of the earth was laid; the 
Father blessed his people with all spiritual bless- 
ngs ; and observe, they are all in Christ; for ii 
hath plensed the Father, that in him should all ful- 
ness dwell :* all the promises of God, ix HIM are 
yea, and Ix HIM Amen unto the glory of God by 
us: and these exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises were all made in covenant to Christ, the re- 
presentative of his Church: In hope of eternal 
life, which God that cannot lie promised before the 
world began zt and who could he promise it to but 
Christ? Now as the Father provided and gave all 

spiritual blessings in covenant; it was the office 
of the Son to receive them, as it is written in the 
Psalms, thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led 
captivity captive : thou has! RECEIVED GIFTS 
r men; yea, for the rebellious also, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them. & And 
as Christ hath received them, it is the office 
of the eternal Spirit to communicate them to 
the soul: He shall glorify me, saith the dear 
Redeemer, for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
Shew it unto yu. 

Faith then is a covenant-blessing of the Father, 
treasured up and promised in the Son, and wrought 
in the soul by the Holy Ghost. 1! ts of faith that 
it might be by grace; to the end, the promise 
might be sure to all the seed (Rom. 4. 16.) All the 
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spiritual seed of Abraham, or of Christ,—the chil- 
dren of the promise, the spiritual [srael : for they 
are not all Israel which are of Israel; neither be- 
cause they are the seed of Abraham are they all 
children: but in Tsaac shall thy seed be called. 
That is, they which are the children of the flesh ; 
these are not the children of God: but the chil- 
dren-of the Promise are counted for the seed. This 
is the seed for whom the Eather provided the 
blessing of faith in Christ: as it is written 
(Gal. 3. 7.) know ye therefore that they which are 
of FAITH (or believers in-Christ), the same are the 
children of Abraham. And the seriÞture foreseeing 
that-God would justify the heathen through Faith 
preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying 
in thee Shall all nations be blessed. So then they 
which are of faith are blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham. Hence 'it 1s plain, that faith is a covenant 
blessing, which leads me-to observe, 

Seventhly, and lastly, That it is peculiar to 
God's people. Thy blessing is upon thy people,* 
Saith the Psalmist; and his peculiar blessing is 
upon none other. 1{appy art thou, O Israel! who 
is like unto thee, O People ! saved by the Lord., 
These are the people who $HALL believe through 
the preaching of his word, who are eternally one 
with Christf., for as many as were ordained unto 
eternal life, believed; ye believe not, saith the 


* Ps8a. 3. 8 + Deut. 33 29 Read John 17. 


40 


blessed Jesjis, because—of what? Because ye will 


. 26.] Offensive as this doctrine is to 
some, Paul rejoices in it. [2 Thess. 2. 13.] We are 
bound lo give thanks aleays io God, for you bre 
thren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to satvation through 
Sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. 
We find then, that faith was provided in cove- 
nant for the elect of God; and for them alone, and 
to them and them only is it communicated. 

May the blessed Spirit of all Grace enlighten 
the eyes of your understanding, to view the bleed- 
ing Saviour exhibited on Mount Calvary's emis 
nence, groaning under the load of your transgress- 
ions, that looking unto him as the author and, fini- 
sher of your faith,* you may be taught to join the 
Heavenly triumph of the Blood-bought Throng : 
Unto him that loved us and washed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, and hath made us Kings and 
Priests unto God and his Father ; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


* Heb. 12, 2. Þ+ Rev. 1. 6. 
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GAL. g. 11. 
The Just Shall live by Faith. 


HE context informs us of the dreadful state 

of those who have not faith in Christ. That 
they are under the law, under the covenant of 
works, and consequently under the curse : for it 
is written, as many as are of the works of the late, 
are under the curse—cursed is every one that con- 
tnues not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. What a wretched 


Situation 1s this! Under the law, and under the 


curse! And we are not to consider it as the state 
of the wicked profligate only; but of many pro- 


fessedly virtuous and pious. Because, such are 


working for life, and desire to be under the law. 
Such are in bondage, and have not one desire to 
be liberated ! But methinks an objection 1s made 
by some to their being placed upon a level with the 
profligate : but be assured, it is just, considering 
them as the enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
. 
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Self-righteous thoughts and imaginations are ag 
inimical to the attributes of Deity, and as offen- 


sive to the Lord of Glory, as the immorality, and 


open profanity of the profligate part of mankind; 
and the reason is obvious, [Rom. 10. 2.] they, 
going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitled themselves unto the rig hteousness 
of God. For Christ is the end of the law for 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, to every one that be- 
lieveth. Here they are represented, in open rebellion 
against the Lord, and against his anointed Son; 
the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, They are seek- 
ing justification by a righteousness of their own, 
in opposition to the righteousness of Christ; and 
the language of their proud, self-righteous heart is, 
I will be like the most High. Is this the humility, 
self- abhorrence, and self-abasement, requisite in 
poor lost, undone, rebellious sinners, when coming 
before a God of immaculate purity, and unsearch- 
able holiness? 

If any such are before me, I would address 
them in the language of Paul, ye that desire to be 
under the law, do you hear its extensive demands, 
its holiness and purity? Do you hear its spiritual 
voice? Its threatening and condemning language, 


for the least violation of any one of its righteous - 


precepts? No, the law is more $sprritual, more 
holy, and more extensive in its demands than you 
are aware. The law of God is not like human 
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laws, which condemn only for external transgres- 
sions; it extends to the thoughts and intents vt 1 
the heart. | qi 
It is thought a privilege by some that our na- | | 
tional law cannot condemn us for thinking: but, 
sinners, remember, it is not so with the Lord Jeho- 
vah, who searches the heart, and tries the reins, and 1 
knows your utmost train of thoughts! The omnipre- 
sent God is privy to all your vain thoughts, impure 1 
and lustful desires; which shame forbids you to | | 
reveal to mortals. For as God 1s the Creator and 
Former of your heart, he must know what passes 
there: and he demands /ru/h in the inward parts; 
but finds in us nothing but falsehood and rebellion. 
The law is a glorious transcript of his divine will 
and perfections, it teaches the holiness of God; and 
one sinful thought is a violation of all its righteous 
precepts. Oh Sirs you that desire to be under the 
law; let me ask you once more, Do ye hear what 
it saith to vou? do you consider that you are 
cursed by it? CURSED Is EVERY ONE that con- 
tinues not in ALL THINGS, and you have continued 
in none; but violated every precept. You are not 
aware, I say, of its extensiveness; but are yet in 
nature's darkness and ignorance. If you had ever 
been taught by God's Spirit, you would see the 
consequence of being under the law, you would 
see its spirituality, its purity. and holiness: and 
would contess, that by the law is only the know- 
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ledge of sin. It shews no mercy, it discovers no 
way of deliverance from sin. The letter killeth, but 
administers no healing, no life-giving balm. 

in what state did the Apostle find himself when 
the law was brought home to his heart and con- 
science? He tells us in Rom. 7, 9, When the com- 
muniIment came, $in revived and I dared; as much 
as it he had said, I died to all hopes of being jus- 
tified by it in the sight of God. And now let me 
ask the convinced sinner how he views the law, 
what is his experience in this respect? You he 
ready to reply, poorsinner, in such language as this, 
I sc myself condemned by the law which is an 
administration of death, how am I to escape its 
** dreadful sentence? to whom or where shall I flee 
for refuge? how shall I escape the wrath to 
„come?“ Poor distressed soul, take comfort; the 
cterna! Spirit, who convinced you of your sin, will 
not leave you, but will carry on that work which 
he has begun in you: he will teach you a more glo- 
rious way of salvation, by a crucified Jesus; nay our 


Text informs you, that Justification in the sight of 
God is not by the works of the law, but that the 
vilest of sinners, shall be cleansed from their sins 


in the blood of Jesus, obtain pardon through him, 
and live a life of faith on him: for 
171%, JUST SITALL LIVE BY FAITH. 
Ihe just, or justified ones, those who were 
eternally justified in Christ. Though I suppose that 
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is too ancient à date for some of you ; but it must 
be so consistent with the analogy of faith; for 
what is it to be justified, but to be acquitted from 
all wrath and anger in the deity? And that God's 
people were thus acquitted from eternity is prov- 
able from God's love. I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love [Jer. 31. 3.] and there is no wrath 
in love. Again, to be just, or justified, is to be 
delivered from all charge that justice may bring 
against the sinner. And were not the people of 


God thus holy and without blame, by virtue of 


their union to Christ, from everlasting? Was not 
Christ set up from everlasting as the righteousness 
of his people? And are they not completely justi- 
hed in his righteousness? Nevertheless, this is not 
known to any of those justified ones till revealed 
by the eternal spirit, in the conversion of the soul 
to the faith of Christ. 

Having received the like precious faith which 
is once revealed to all the Saints, the soul is 
enabled to look to Christ. And is made happy 
in the knowledge of this, rejoicing that he 
stands in a justified state. Happy, being freed 
from all condemnation, and at peace with God. 
He has now access to him, free access—can 
approach him as his gracious God, and loving 
Father in Christ Jesus. Looking to Christ by 
faith, having peace with God, his love shed 
abroad in his heart, he has fellowship with him 
as his God, his Father and his Friend. 
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Persons possessing this charming experience 
are the Just intended in our text; who shall live 
by their faith. And, Christians, your experience 
attests' the truth of this. May the eternal Spirit 
tnen engage your hearts and attentions, while I 
briefly attend to the two following particulars: 
I. The blessed Effects of Faith. 

II. To consider some of its glorious qualities 
and properties. 

First, then, the blessed effects of faith; and they 
are blessed indeed; truly so, because faith in 
Christ brings joy, peace, comfort, consolation, 
and full satisfaction, to the justified soul. 

It must be a most amiable grace which has the 
Spirit for its operator, Christ for its object, and 
which brings the sinner, arrayed in Immanuel's 
righteousness, ncar to the infinitely holy Jehovah, 
who communes with him as a man with his 
friend. Nay, further, it assures him that he shall 
dwell with God for ever: that he has, agrecable 
10 the eternal promise, an inheritance in the skies, 
where God shall wipe away all tears from his 
eyes; where all sorrow and distress shall be for 
ever banished, and where the whole soul, swal— 
lowed up in the beatific vision of God, shall, with 
inexpressible delight, gaze upon the dear God- 
man who redecmed him with his own blood. 

O invaluable blessing ! Is it ours? Do we-feel 
the influence of this precious faith? If so, we are 
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experimentally acquainted with its powerful and 
wonderful effects, 

In the first place, it delivers the poor distressed 
and self-condemned sinner from that dreadful law- 
work upon the Conscience which s0 many of 
God's. people experience ; and which all that are 
taught of God know something of; and truly 
dreadful it is for the time it continues, for the law 
worketh wrath. O] what dreadful apprehensions, 
and tormenting expectations o: divine wrath, are 
then felt by the convicted criminal ! convinced of 
the awful disparity between the pure law of God, 
and his polluted heart and life, his most carnest 
and insatiate enquiry is, what shall eů do to be 
Saved ? 

He feels sin warring in every wember, and 
strives against it, but in vain; it overcomes him; 
and he is daily carried captive m the odious and 
galling chains of this detestable enemy! This is to 
convince him, that sin is to be conquered only in 
the strength of Jesus: in vain docs he strive in his 
own stength, for every struggle he makes, serves 
but to convince him that he is a helpless sinner ; 
and that he must unavoidably fall a victim to sin, 
which is the dreadful sting of death! 

In 24 and 26 verses of the chapter out of which I 
have taken my text, the law is spoken of under 
the character of a School master. According to 
some, the ceremonial law, to teach and instruct; 


48 


as this law taught the Jewish Church through 
types and shadows, to look to the great and illus- 
trious Antitype, the adorable Redeemer. But 
as this Epistle was written to a Gentile Church, 
think it is very evident that the moral law, or de- 
calogue, is intended, which teaches the holiness 
and purity of God, and shews the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin. And as it is the office of a School- 
master, not only to give instruction, but also to 
correct and chastise; so the law severely chastises, 
and rigorously condemns the transgressor of its 
rizhtcous precepts. 

You that have felt this law work in your 
hearts and consciences know what it is to be un- 
der the severe correction of this Schoolmaster. 
But mark the design of God in this: The laio was 
our Schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
mi ht be justtfied by faith; out after that faith is 
come, we are no longer unter a Schoolmaster, 
Faith delivers from the law. It enlightens the eyes 
of the sin-despairing soul to look to Christ; to be- 
hold him as the way to God, paying his ten-thou- 
Sand-talent debt to inflexible justice, and standing 
in the law place, as the end of the law for righ- 
[cornsness to every one that believeth* Faith 
teaches him to see his sins in the wounds of 
Christ, whose precious blood heals his wounded 
conscience, and sets him at happy liberty; he is no 
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longer under q spirit of bondage to fear, but has 
received the Spirit f adoption, whereby he cries, 
Abba, Father.“ O! happy experience! Wonderfu! 
change Brought out of darkness in/o marrel/ous 
light,} from Death to Life, f from a prison of 
darkness to perfect liberty, from sorrow, almost 
insupportadle, to joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. 

Before this wonderful change took place, the 
poor sinner was shut up in bondage to the law, 
and crying in the bitterness of his soul, & wornded 
sprrit who ean bear ! His wounds appeared to him 
incurable, and his, salvation impossible : and in 
this state, he must have continued, had not the 
Skiltul hand of the great Physician who wounded 
him, applied the balm of Gilead. No cure from 
any other; no other hand can administer relief to 
the wounded. conscience; it is the prerogative of 
God alone, o kill, and make alive; to wound, and 
make tool. & 


No wounds like those a wounded spirit feels, 
No cure for such, till God who makes them heals. 
COWPER. 


O what a sweet healing balm is the blood of 


Jesus! It cleanses from all sin, heals the wounded 
conscience, and administers peace to the troubled 
mind: by faith in this precious sin-cleansing blood, 
the sinner is brought near to his God. 


Rom. 8. 13. f 1 Pet. 2. 9. f James 2 19. + Dent. 32. 39. 


30 


The eternal God proclaims pardon through the 

blood of Jesus in the mystery of his word 
be it known unto you therefore men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiceness-of ius.“ Faith teaches the sinner to 
look to the man Christ Jesus, to receive and credit 
the record that God gives concerning his Son; so 
that he hears the proclamation of divine forgive- 
ness with rapture and astonishment This charm- 
ing invitation is music in his ears, and inex- 
pressible joy to his renewed soul: come now and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your 
vine be as scales, they shall be ag tehite as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they Shall be as 
wool. T 

Are you convinęed that this Scripture is descrip- 
tive of your state, my dear hearers, if s0 it must be 
truly precious to you. What can be more delightful 
than to hear the great God proclaim himself a God 
of pardon | but it cannot be sweet to any but the 
convinced sinner. This precious balm cannot be 
valuable to those who are not wounded, they that 
are whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. I It is the sin- sick soul, wounded by the arrow 
of conviction, that is here addressed; to whom the 
Lord hath made known the purity of the law, and 
the sinfulness of sin; for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin. For He always speaks first by the 
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law, before he reveals his divine pardon; as in the 
foregoing part of this first chapter of Isaiah, where 
the Lord rebukes and condemns for sin. (v. 15.) 
When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers, 


I will not hear; your hands are full of bload. This 


is the voice of God's law, wherein he expresses his 
disapprobation and hatred to sin, that he cannot 
accept of any offerings by the law of works, be- 
cause the law knows nothing of pardon and remis- 
Sion of sins ; and, saith the Lord, {heir hands are 
full af blood, they are yet uncleansed ; there- 
fore in his strict justice and holiness, his ou hateth 
their sacrifices. And he not only declares his dis- 
approbation to their sin, but further insists upon 
their spotless -purity, ere they can appear before 
him. (v. 16.) Wask ye, make ye clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mane eyes, cease 
to do evil. This is not a condition of salvation, but 
the demand of inflexible justice ; 'tis not the voice 
of the Gospel, but of the law. We should learn to 
know, my dear brethren, when the Lord speaks 
in his strict justice, as an absolute God, and when 
in his infinite mercy in Christ Jesus, as a God par- 
doning iniquity; For the want of making this dis- 
tinction, many err; not knowing the Scripture, nor 
the voice of the law from the voice of the Gospel. 
On this account, I have taken the liberty of making 
this digression from my subject. 
. 
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Observe here then, that the Lord speaks in his 
law, before he makes the precious invitation con- 
tained in the 18th verse. And thus he powerfully 
Speaks to all his dear people, before he speaks 
pardon to their souls; that they may see the ne- 
cessity of being washed, and cleansed, ere they 
can appear acceptable before a God of perfect 
holiness. As we read again in Isaiah 43, 22, 25, 
But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob ! but 
thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou hast 
not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offer- 
ings, neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacri- 
Aces. I have not caused thee to serve with an offer- 
ing, nor wearied thee with incense. Thou hast 
bought me no $weet cane with money, neither hast 
thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices ; but 
thou hast made me serve with thy sins, thou hast 
wearied me with thy iniquity. Hearing of these 
complicated crimes, called over by the judge of 
quick and dead, what can the expectation of the 
convicted sinner be but to hear the awful sentence, 
Depart thou cursed; as thou hast wearied me with 
thine iniquity, I justly consign thee to the gloomy 
regions of eternal horror. 


But when the sinner is thus alarmed of his dan- 


ger, driven from all his false refuges, and knows 


not what to do, divine mercy interposes, and Jeho- 


vah speaks as a God of grace, informing bim, 
that though sin hath abounded like a sea, free 
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grace abounds like an ocean. I, even 1, am he 


that blotteth out thy transgresstons for my own 


sake, and will not remember thy sins. 

Had I the tongue of an Arch-angel, I could not 
express half that joy, peace, and comfort, which 
this administers to the soul. O the sweetness of 
divine forgiveness! To hear the great God say J, 
even I am he, against whom you have sinned, {hat 
blotteth out thy transgressions; and if I lay no- 
thing to your charge, who shall? J is God that 
Juslifieth, who is he that condemneth ?* [1 is Christ 
that died, whose blood cleanses from all sin ;t 
therefore not for your sake will J do this, but for 
my own sake; for the sake of the oath, the pro- 
mise, and the blood of my everlasting covenant. 
This is the covenant that I will make with them 
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my 
laws into their hearts, and in their minds will 1 
write them: and. their sins and iniguities will 1 
remember no more. 

Now is the invitation peculiarly precious, now 
is it seasonable, and very applicable; Come noto, 
and let us reason together; even now, though you 
have lifted up arms of hastility against me; now 
you are convinced of your sin, and are made wil- 
ling to lay down your weapons of rebellion with 
which you have been fighting against God ; come 


* Rom. 8. 34 + 1 John 1. . f Heb. 10. 16. 17. 
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now, wait not to make any preparation, come just 
as you are, for now will I magnify my free grace 
in your salvation. h 

Come unto me, now you have tried various ways 
but cannot find any one for an escape from endless 
ruin; let us reason logether ; I have found out a 
way whereby my justice shall be glorified, and 
harmonize with mercy in the pardon of all your 
Sins. You are reasoning within yourself, saying, 
there is no hope of being saved, consistent with 
strict justice, - no pardon, no forgiveness ast 
away this carnal reasoning about the impossibility 
of your salvation; my grace is Sufficient for you; 
though your sins be as Scarlet, they Shall be white 
as snow ; though they be red like erimson, they 
Shall be as wool, 

Such precious invitation being powerfully ap- 
plied to the soul, the sinner's terrific fear of divine 
wrath is all dissipated, and he draws near to God 
at a gracious throne, his terrors not making him 
afraid. Having therefore boldness lo enter into 


the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 


living way which he hath consecraled for us, 
through the vail, that is to say, his flesh ; and 
having an High Priest over the House of God: he 
draws near with @ true heart, in full ASSU- 
HANCE O FAITH, having his heart sprink- 


led from an evil conscience.“ 


* Heb. 10. 9 
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This is the blessed effect of faith, teaching the 
sinner to look to the blood of Christ for pardon, 
and 2 
Secondly, To the RisRTEOVUSNESGÜ OF CHRIST 
for justification. Being comfortably and wonder- 
fully delivered from the spirit of bondage, the be- 
liever goes on his way rejoicing ; looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of his faith.* He is 
filled with all joy and peace in believing ; for {ke 
Lord hath put a new song in his mouth, even praise 
unto our God,f and he addresses the true worship- 
pers of God, like the Psalmist of old, Come and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 


he hath done for my sou. He brought me up out 


of an horrible pit, out of the min clay, and set my 


feet upon a rock, and established my goings. He 


hath given me faith in Christ, his dear Son—O 
precious faith! I had fainted, unless I had BRE- 
LIEVED to sce the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. & Ile is gracious unto me, and hath 
delivered me from going down to the pit, having 


found a ransom—the precious Christ, who 1s the 


LoRD my RicHTEOUSNESS. I now disclaim my 
own righteousness, which is as filthy rags, and 


look entirely to Christ for justification ; for behold, 
(God is my saleation, I will trust, and not be 


afraid, for the Lox» JErovan is-my Strength 
and my song, he also is become my Salvation || 


leb. 12. 2. + Pſa. 40. 3. } Pſa. 66. 16. 5 Pla. 23. 13. || Ifa, 12. 3. 
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Faith looks tho, and rejoices in, the righteousness 
of Christ. It desires no other. The believer, under 
its animating influence, breathes out the desires 
of his soul to God like an inspired Apostle, TI 
count all things bat loss, for the extellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for whom'T 
kave s1ffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may tim Christ, antl be 
Found in him, not having mine own Trighteonsness, 


toe is of the law, but that which is through the = 


faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith. —(Phil. 5. 8. 9.) 

Faith puts on the righteousness of Christ as the 
best robe, the wedding garment, the only clothing 
in which the soul can appear before God. The 
believer wishes thus to be found in Christ at all 
times; whenever he waits upon God in the ordi- 
nances of his house, or in his more retired and pri- 
vate duties; in his approaches to the Lord m 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving ; in the hour of 

death, and at the day of judgment: for faith assures 
him, that the man is only blessed wnto whom Got 
mmpuleth righteousness withorrt works. (Rom. 4.6.) 

He views himself as eternally justified in this 
spotless righteousness. Being juslified by faith, wwe 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,* was the triumphant language of Paul, 
and is the language of every believer. He has 
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peace with God, because his sins are removed; he 
is complete in Christ; the law of God which stood 
written against him, is magnified and made ho- 
nourable, in his justification by Christ's righteous- 
ness, and the once frowning justice now smiles 
upon him: for CHRIST is the end of the law for 
RIGH FEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT 
BELIEVETH. (Rom. 10. 4.) 

Thirdly, Faith fixes steadfastly upon 3 
Christ. By this you may prove whether your 
faith be genuine; for tis the nature of faith to be 
Steadfast, as we read in Col. 2. 5. joying and be- 
holding your order, and the steadſastness of your 


faith. The man who has not faith 7s like @ wave 


of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed,* but 
the believer is built up in his most holy faith upon 
the unmoveable rock of ages. He daily discovers 
more of the corruptions of his nature, and of his 
weakness and insufficiency to perform any thing 
truly good; for without me, saith Christ, ye can 
do nothing e knowing this by experience, he looks 
to the Almighty Jesus for every thing, and fixes 
steadfastly upon him, being assured, that none but 
Christ can do him any good. For other foundation 
can no man lay, than that 18 laid, which ts Jesu 
Christ.: This is the stone which was set at nought 
of you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner: neither is there salvation in any other ;\ 


James 4.6. f John 13. 5 f 1 Cor. g. 11. Acts. 4. 11. 12. 
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for thus saith the Lord God, behold I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner-slone, a Sure foundation: he that believeth 
Shall not make haste.“ And the reason why he 
shall not make haste is obvious, because his faith 
fixes him steadfastly on Christ the sure founda- 
tion, which gives him boldness and courage in the 
day of trouble; for the wicked flee tohen no man 
purSueth ; but the righteous are bold as a lion. 

Christ is all in all to the believer: his wishes, de- 
sires, affections, hopes, joys, confidence and expec- 
tations, all center in the adorable Redeemer; and 
he daily sees more of the necessity of being saved 
by free grace in him. 

He no longer halts between tro opinions, I nor 
carnally asks with Pilate, Nat is truth? The Spi- 
rit of truth hath led him into all tr uth.y That pre- 
cious promise is made good to his soul, Ye Sa 
know the truth, and the truth Shall make you free. 
The power and influence of truth upon his soul 
hath made him free from the dominion of sin, and 


all slavish fear; and from the erronious doctrines 


of the man of sin. He is no more tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine by 
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lay in wait to deceive : but speaking the truth 
in love, grows up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ.\ 


* Ifa. 28. 16. 7 Prov. 28. 1. 1 Kings 18. 21. 9 John 16. 13. 
1 Eph. A · 14 15. 
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on False Christs and false Prophets may ery Ly 
us here or Lo there is Christ,* he does not believe 
th them; he is better taught, he knows not the voice 
he of strangers, so as to be allured by them: he hears 
th 
a- 


the great Shepherd's voice, and follows him. | 

Leaning upen his beloved, he addresses him in 4 
he this joyful and affectionate language, my heart is | | 
an fixed, O God, my heart is fired, J will Sing and | 
give praise,F for in point of justification in the 
e- sight of God, I am determined not to know any | 
c- thing save Jesus Christ, and him erucified. Thou ö [| 
1d Shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards | 
2d receide me to glory. Whom have I in TTeaven but 

thee ? and there is none upon earth that I desire 
or besides thee. 
M- In all the vicissitudes and changes which he 
e- must unavoidably experience in this world of mi- 
ul sery and wor, he still triumphs in Christ: The 
te Lord liceth, and blessed be my rock : and let the 
ul God of my salvation be exalted. E Although the fig- 
d tree Shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be on the 
es vines, the labour of the olive Shall fail, and the 
0, field Shall yield no meat ; the flocks shall be cut off 
* * from the fold, and there Shall be no herd in the 
y Stalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
th the God of my saloation. For Christ is the same 
is at all times; yea, he ig the same yeslerday, and to- 

«ay, and for ever. | 
* Matt. 24. 23. + John 10. 27. f Plalm, 55.79. 1 Cor. 2. 2. 

Pia. 73. 2425 1 Pla. 18. 46. 
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This faith fixes so steadfastly upon Christ, that 
wherever it is, there is with it also a s0u!-supporting 
assurance, that nothing can ever separate from him; 
relying upon his invincible grace, he bids defiance 
to all his enemies ever to cause a separation: 


I have a mansion in his heart, 
Nor death nor hell shall make us part. 
Warrs. 


The world with its delusive smiles entices him, 
or by its persecuting frowns endeavours to deter 
him from following Christ ; but in vain ; for what- 
gocter is born of God overcometh the world, and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith.* 

Satan also makes use of a thousand fraudulent 
arts in order to attract him, or by fiery temptations 
strives violently to separate him from Christ; and 
this implacable foe certainly would accomplish 
his design, did not Christ hold him fast, for he has 
an heart prone to wander from his God; the ofd 
man is always ready to yield; but Jesus saith, 
none Shall pluck him out of my hand.+t Faith in 
such a precious promise becomes his $hzeld, 
wherewtih he is able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked. 

These enticements and temptations are over- 
ruled tor his good ; for they have a tendency to 
endear Christ to his soul. Thereby he has fresh 


* 1 Johng. 4. 1 John 10. 28. f Epb. 6. 16. 
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instances of the Almighty power of Jesus to 
deliver the godly ont of !emptation, and being more 
abundently convinced of his own inability to repel 
the force of the enemy, it causes him to cleave 
closer to Christ, and to look unto him the strong 
for strength. 

He trembles at the very thought of departing 
from the Almighty Saviour! His language is, 
Lord! to rohom $hall I go? thou hast the words 
of eternal life ; and I belicove, and am sitre that 
thou art the Chris, the Son of the living God.* 


Thy Name, my inmost pow-rs adore, 
Thou art my lite, my joy, my care; 
Depart from thee !—'tis death—'tis more, 


'Tis endless ruin, deep despair. 
STEELE. 


Sin, Earth and Hell united, cannot move him 
from his steadfastness. They may very much dis- 
tress him, but cannot destroy him ; for he 1s kept 
by the power of God ; he is lixened unto d wise 
man that built his house upon d rock ; and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, ant lhe winds 
blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell not, for 
it was founded upon a ve. 

Fear not, then, Christian ;—you that have fled 
to Jesus for refuge, be of good courage. No r. 
pon that is formed against thee sh prosper ; and 


John 6, 68. 6g 7 Matt. 7. 25. 


© 
— 


m — 
— ws og — — — * 
— ———— ͤ ͤĩP — 
— — — (—— — 
8 5 


—— 


—— —ʒ᷑ AU—UABA——0 d 
- — 


62 


every tongue that Shall rise against thee in qudg- 
ment, thou shall condemn. This is the heritage of 
the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness 
is of me, saith the Lord.“ Here is a positive pro- 
mise of everlasting victory over every foe: though 
assailed on all alles, fear not, for you are also sur- 
rounded by an immensity of love and mercy ; the 
Lord hath set an hedge about you ;F nay, he de- 
clares that he will be znto you a wall of fire round 
wbout.T 

Who can feel himself e in these pro- 
mises without exclaiming with the Psalmist, I will 
tove thee, O Lord my Strength. The Lord is my 
rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, 
my strenglth, in whom I will trust; my buckler, 
and the horn of my salration, and my high tower. 
The Lord is worthy to be trusted, and greatly to 
be praised. | 

Gratitude, love, and adoration, are justly due 
unto him for such distinguishing grace! such 
wonderful salvation ! Thanks be unto God, that 
giveth us the vietory through our Lord Jesus 
Chrisl. Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye 
Steadfast!, unmoreable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, for as much as ye now that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. (1 Cor. 15. 57. 58.) 

Your labour, toil, and difficulty, shall not be 
in vain ; for observe they are in the Lord. You 


® 16, 26-3. * job; 4. 260; ae 
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suffer them in Christ; for unto you it is given in 
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, 
but also to suffer for his sake.* Your sufferings 
are all in covenant appointed for you, and not one 
is in vain: they are of infinite service to you, and 
{hall all work together for your good, and termi- 


nate in God's glory. Had not Lazarus died, he 


Son of God could not have been glorifiedF in his re- 
surrection, and if you were never in distress, you 
never could praise God for his supporting and de- 
livering Grace; if not exposed to dangers, he 
could not be glorified in your protection and de- 
liverance. 


* The mount of danger 1s the place, 
„Where we shall see surprising grace.“ 
Warrs, 


God's surprising grace, manifested in your deli- 
verance, will fill your mouth with laughter and 
your longue with singing;} for the trial of your 
faith being much more prectous than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, shall be 


found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the 


appearing of Jesus Christ.\ 


„From all your afflictions, his glory shall spring, 
* And the deeper your sorrows, the louder you'll sing.“ 


But why should the Christian be so courageous, 
why so confident of a victory over his foes? Because, 


* Phil, 1. 29. f John 11. 4. f Pſa. 136. a. 6 1 Fet. 1. 7. 
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Fourthly, Faith realises the precious promises 
of God to his soul. It is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of thingsnotseen(Heb.11.1.) 
It takes God at his word: ue saith the Lord is 
enough for faith; though there appears no pros- 
pect of the promise ever being performed ; nay, 
though there may appear, according to sense, an 
impossibility of its performance, faith causes the 
believer, against hope to believe in hope, and brings 
the very substance of the things hoped for into 
real possession, for the soul inherits them by faith, 
knowing that it is impossible for God to lie, but 
that he who has promised is able and certainly 
will perform. 

Faith has to do entirely with the divine pro- 
mise; and prefers God's word even before all 
ocular evidence. We have a striking proof of this 
in 2 Pet. 1.16, 19. For we have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were EYE WITNESSES of his Majesty—IWe 
have als0 A MORE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY, 
unto which we do well to lake heed, as unto a light 
that Shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn 
and the day-star arise in your hearts, 

Though the Apostles saw the glorious trans- 
figuration of Christ when they were with him in 
the © holy mount,” which was to them a very 
Striking evidence of his Deity and Messiahship ; 
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yet the word of God was esteemed by them 
« a more sure evidence.” 

Faith considers, the ability, faithfulness, and 
veracity of the promise- maker, the Creator and 
Upholder of all things, who has declared, 


_« Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 


e words shall not pass away.—The nature of the 


promises, that they are all absolute and uncon- 


» 


ditional ; not © yea and nay,” not yea, ye may be 
saved; or nay, ye shall not; according to your 
obedience or disobedience ; “ for all the promises 
of God in him (i. e. Christ) are yea, and in him 
% Amen, unto the glory of God. They shall be 
my people, and I will be their God,” is the un- 
changeable determination of Jehovah. 

The real believer lives upon the eternal pro- 
mises, and 1s daily nourished and supported by 
them. O how $sweet are they to his soul in the 
worst of seasons! They are applicable to his state 
and situation, at all times; and q word, fitly spoken 
is like apples of gold in pictures of side.“ Such 
is the nature of the following promises, that they 
are calculated to comfort and support the tried 
soul under the heaviest pressures: God shall 
Supply all your need, according to his riches in 
glory, by Christ Jesus 3 for he hath said, I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee ;} and I that 


* Prov, 3g. 11, + Phil. 4. 19, f Heb, 13. 5. 
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„heat in Tighteousness am mighty lo save.“ The 
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he 
will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will 
rest in his love, he will joy over the ewith singing. f 
And aleo the strength of Tsrael will not lie, nor re- 
pent : for he is not a man that he Should repent. 
* Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will 
do it;“ in his own due time, he will do it; for 
though he hides his face fram you, and leaves you 
to walk in darkness, it is but for a little time: 
In a little wrath, I hid my face from thee for a 
„ moment,” but with everlasting kindness will [ 
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord. He was angry 
not with thy soul, but with thy sins: “ then will 
« visit their transgressions with the rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes.“ But the soul is 
still precious to him, his grand design in visiting 
their iniquity is ta take it away, that it may not 
prove their ruin; not to take away the blessings 
of his grace from their souls; for observe what in- 
valuable promise is added:“ Nevertheless, my 
* loving-kindness will I not utterly take from 
* him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail ; my co- 
« yenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that 


« is gone out of my lips.” In the foregoing 


verses, the Lord speaks in the plural, I will visit 
their transgressions, viz. the transgressions of his 
people, but observe, here he speaks in the 5:ngular; 


\ Iss. 63. 1. 7 Zeph. 3. 17. f 1 Sam. 15. 29 
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my loving-kindness-will I not utterly take from 
HIM; that is, from David's Antitype, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His loving:kindness, promises, faithful. 
ness, and covenant-engagements, are all in Christ, 
and are all given and performed in and through 
him who is the precious object of our most my 
faith, | Pr 
Under the soul-revivin g W of Sad pro- 
mises, the. believer, though walking in darkness, 
„ trusts in the name of the Lord, and stays upon 
his God,“ yea, confidently trusting in a promise: 
performing. God, he triumphantly exclaims: 
though an host should encamp against me, my 
„heart shall not fear: though war should rise 
against me, in this will I be confident.* Vea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
« of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 
% me, thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. f 
* Rejoice not against me, O thou mine enemy ! 
„when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in dark- 
ness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.? 
Fifthly. Faith enables the Christian to please 
his God, which he could not do by the works of 
the law. He is now comfortably fixed upon the 
rock Christ, and his goings are established in the 
ways of wisdom ; he walks with God by faith, 
like Enoch of old, and obtains © this testimony 
that he pleases God.“ (Heb. 11. 5.) The Father 


* Psa. 27. . 7 Pia. 3g. 4. t Micah 7. 8. 
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views him in his © beloved Son, in whom he is 
„ well pleased.“ Being washed from his sin and 
uncleanness in the blood of the Lamb, he is 
« made a king and a priest unto God,“ and as 
one of the © holy priesthood, he offers up spiritual 
* 'sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Ohrist.t” 

SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES—He © serves God 
in newness of 'spirit ; he worships him in the 
Spirit; “ God is a Spirit, and they that worship 
him must worship him in Spirit and in truth; 
the Lord requireth truth in the inward parts; nay, 
he demands the whole heart (Prov. 23. 26.) © My 
« San, give me thine heart?“ The believer gladly 
acquiesces in the divine request, and willingly 
Surranders his heart to God, fervently addressing 
him in such language as this:“ Thou desirest 
not sacrifice, else would I give it thee: thou de- 
«© lghtest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of 
God are a broken and a contrite heart; a bro- 
* ken and contrite heart, O God! thou wilt not 
« despise.$” The whole heart is offered unto 
God, and this offering is acceptable THROUGN 
JIEsus CHRIST. Nothing can be acceptable but 
that which is offered upon the“ golden altar” of 
of a precious Jesus, “ ascending up before God 
« with the much incense of his powerful inter- 
cession.] And all the prayers, praises, and spiri- 

Rev. 2 5.6. 7 1 Pet. 2. 5 f John 4. 24 Ps, 51. 16. 17. 

f| Rev. 8. 3, 4 | 
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tual sacrißces of the Heaven - born soul, are per- 
formed in the strength of Jesus, and with confidence 
in him, are offered up before the Eternal throne; 
and the virtue of his vicarious sacrifice renders 
them acceptable. He does nat affex, them with a 
view to merit any thing ; he knows that the best 
of his performances are mingled with sin, and 
therefore cannot be meritorious; so far from it, 
that his presuming to offer them to the infinite ly holy 
God, would only be adding sin to sin, were they 
not washed and purified in the blood of Christ. 
He has confidence only in Christ; and to this 
agrees the language of an inspired writer,“ We 
+ are the circumcision which worship God in the 
spirit and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh.“ “ 5 
He acts now upon different principles, and 
from nobler motives than when he laboured under 
the covenant of works: © the love of Christ con- 
« $traineth him:“ that attractive expression of his 
Redeemer has a powerful influence over him, 
« If ye love me, keep my commandments.f Gra- 
titude calls aloud for his obedience, and tells him, 
that it is © but his reasonable service to present 
* his body a living sacrifice holy acceptable unto 
God. f“ Dissolved by the Goodness of God, his 
language is“ What shall render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits towards me ?F” Or, as it is 


Phil. g. g. + John 14. 13. f Rem. 12, 1. + Pra, 116, 12. 
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pogtcally and beautifully paraphrazed by Spee: 


Wbat shall 1 &s was then the word, 
That I may worthier grow ? 
What shall J render to the Lord? 


Is my mae} now. 


When tempted to, sin, he expresses lis hatred to 
like Joseph of old:” How can 1 do this great 
wickedness, und sin against, God,“ a God of 
Grace! who has loved me, and saved me with an 
everlasting salvation! And Shall 1 grieve his spirit, 
slight his love, and bring reproach upon his cause, 
and distress upon his people, by yielding to the 
corruptions of my nature? How can I exercise 
such base ingratitude! A crime detestable above 
all others! Vet, such is the viciosity of my heart, 
that I should immediately become guilty of this 
horrible sin, if preventing grace did not forbid it. 

God is holiness ; therefore he loves holiness, 


because he loves God; he delights in it, because 


he delights in God; and he thirsts after it, because 
his soul thirsteth for God, for the living God. He 


knows, by sad experience, that sin and sorroto are 


mseparably connected; but he is as well assured, 
that their two opposites, koliness: and happiness, 
are also inseparable companions. On this account, 
he eagerly pursues holiness, that his soul may be 


made happy in the enjoyment of his God. But re- 


® Gen, 39. 9. f Pa. 42. 2. 
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member, it is the new man, that thus pants after. 
holiness. The new man is the image of God in the 
soul, which causes the Christian to delight in the 
law of God; for J, saith Paul, delight in the lat 
of God after the inward man. Te is zealous of good 
works, not in order to be saved by them, but be- 
cause Christ hath redeemed and saved him from 
all intquity,* not that he may be justified, but 
because he is justlified ;F not to merit the love of 
God, but because God hath loved him. He is 
not working for life, but from life; ꝭ not to be seen 
of men, like the Pharisee, in order to be ap- 
plauded for his pretended virtue and holiness; but 
to glorify God: agreeably to the exhortation, Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may se 


your good works, and glorify your father which ts 


in Heaven.\| Whatever he does for or in the cause 
of Christ, is not done with a view to merit the 
divine favour, but for the benefit of the Saints: 
after he has done all, he humbly acknowledges to 
the Lord, that he is but an unprofitable servant. 
My goodness extendeth not to thee; 'but to the 
Saints that are in the earth, and to the ercellent in 
whom is all my delight. & 

Thus the real Christian, stimulated by love and 


gratitude to God, and by a sacred pleasure which 


he finds in his ways, is continually waiting upon 


him with renewed strength, and increasing faith. 


* Titns 2. 14. + Eph. 2.8. 10. f Jer. gr. 3. and 1 John 4. 10. 
9 Rom. 8. 2. || Matt. 5. 16, © Pa, 16. 2. g. 
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He obeys the Lord as « kind and indulgent 
Father, and has the inexpressible satisfaction of 
acting under the divine Approbation. The eternal 
Father smiles upon him, in and through the Sbn, 
and, in the most endearing accents, expresses his 
delight in him, and in his serviees, which spring 
from that active and invigorating principle df love, 
and which are an odour of a Sweet smell, a $acyi- 
Ace acceptable; well-pleasing to God.“ How en- 
couraging, and at the same time, how sweet and 
melting, to hear the muniſicent Father of mefcies 
say, thou vhalt no more be termed forsahen ; but 
thou vhalt be called Heplizi-bah, for the Tord 
delighteth in thee. (Isa. 69. 4.) 201 

| Sixthly. Faith assures the believer, that though 
he is miserably poor in himself; in Christ, he is 


unsearchably rich. O what scenes of wonderment 


opens to his view, when faith teaches hin to claim 
kindred with Christ! when the Spirit witness 
with his spirit that he is a Chitd of God ;F then 
is he assured, that though he has nothing, yet he 
posses8es all things, F because he is heir and lord 
of all ;F yea, an Heir of God, and 0 joint heir with 
Curies What a wonderful vicissitude! Who 
can behold it without joining the Angelic choir in 
exiacies of joy, and songs of praise to the Lord, 
who thus raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 
lifteth un the beggar from the dunghill, to get him 
among Princes, and lo make him inherit the 


„ Phili, 4. 18. f Rom. 8. f 2 Cor. 6 10 5 Gal. 4.1, || Rom, 8. 27. 


eN 


n 
8 
n 


AQ 


w 2 I UW 


ws 


v9 -  S. Uk 


73 


throne of Glopy.* There were musie and dancing 
when the Prodigal's rags were taken off him, and 
he gloriously arrayed in the best robe; and in like 
manner, nay, in an infinitely greater degree, s&e 
the poor sinnet, in his conversion to God, emerg- 
ing from the gloom of extreme poverty, exalted 
to the zenith of grandeur, and unscarcliable riches 
in Chirixt; Angels rejoicing at his happy return 
to God ; yea; the eternal Jehovah himself, as the 
object of his love and choice, rejoiceth over him 
with Joy.F The Redeemer looks upon him as a 
new trophy of his victory, as a chase virgin es- 
poused unto him, as a jewel in his eternal crown 
of Glory, as the joy and delight of his heart! 
S. Song, 3. 11: Go forth, O'ye daughters Sion, 
and behold King Solomon with the crown where 
with his mother crowned him in the day of hi 
esponsals, and in the day of the  gladness of his 
heart. | | * 
O! how admirable is divine Grace ! That the 
Lord should thus visit a rebel against him; whose 
Sins had rendered him odious to the divine purity, 
and obnoxious to eternal wrath ! Who lay perish- 
ing in his blood,F wretched, miserable, and poor; 
and blind, and naked ;$ and knew it not, till it 
was discovered to him by the enlightemng Spirit 
of God. 3 

But God's Grace is FREE GRACE, beyond all 
expression free, and with this $oul-enriching 

* 1 Sam. 2. 8. + Zeph 3. 17. þ Ezek, 16,6, 0 Rev. 3. 1. 
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grace, he blesses all the spiritually poor. Matt. 5.3. 
Blessed are the poor in Spiri; for their's is the 
kingdom of Heaven. For ye know the Grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 


For your fate he became poor, that ye through his 


poverty might he rich. He took our poverty; that 
we might have his riches ; He bore our sins, that 
we might have his righteousness; He died, that 
we might have a rich and everlasting. pardon 
through his blood, and enjoy the eyerlasting smiles 
of a God of love. That out souls might be en- 
riched with an amiable train of graces,* that 
being made meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of. the Saints in lighi, f an entrance shall be 
minislered unto us . abundantly, into the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Suviour Jesus 
Christi 

Faith, I say, assures the peliever, chat these 
incalculable blessings are his own everlasting 
treasure. Nay, more, it teaches him to say, The 
Lord is my portion, saith my $oul, therefore will 
I hope in him. He gave himself to me in cove- 
nant : he is mine by virtue of my union to 
Christ.? with whom I am a joint-heir; therefore 
I cannot be disinherited. \ | 

No. believer, though you may, be poor in this 
worls, , ou are chosen of God, RICH ix FAITH, 
and an heir of the kingdom which he hath pro- 


* Gal. 5. 22. + Col. 1.42, f 2 Pet. 1. 1. 6 Sam. 3. 24. 
| Jer. 32. 38. 40. 1 John 20. 17» 
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med to them that love him. (James 2. 5.) It is 
impossible for you to be disinherited, for who 
Shall separate you from Christ ? And having him, 
you possess all things. Whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things present, or things to come; all are your's ; 
and ye are Christ's; und Christ is God's. 1 Cor. 
$. 22. 28. 

What are the boasted riches and grandeur of 
the worldling, when compared with); us? Nay, 
they will not admit of any comparison. Kings and 
Emperors, who are not blessed with faith in 
Christ, it once compared with you, must sink 
into contemptible meanness, poverty, and unen- 
viable misery and wretchedness, in the eyes of all 
that can behold the unscarchable riches of Christ. 


In vain they boast their little stores, 
Trifles are theirs, a kingdom yours. 
STEELE. 


Seventhly, as our text expresses it, the believer 
lives by his faith. He is dead to the law, as | have 
before observed, and, in some measure, dead to 
the world, and is looking unto Jesus as the foun- 
tain of evcrlasting life, Gal. 2. 20. I am crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me ; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 


Christ is his daily bread. I am he living bread 
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| be, mel. doton fPom Heaven: if any man ent a 
ö bf this bread, he hall lite for eter; for mij flech I 
| is meat indeed, and my blood is drink intlecd.* fl 
ö The mangled, broken botly of a crucified Christ, C 
j and his precious streaming blood, which cleanses tl 
| from all sin, keeps his sbul alive to God, preserves ir 
Him from all slavisht fear, fills him with courage 
and boldness, inspires him with a lively hope, © 
| feeds a sacred flame of affectiort to God, keeps up h 
a serene and heavenly frame of mind, maintains a C 
lasting peace in his conscience, and fills him with 1 
unutterable joy! As an inspired writer beautifully jo 
expresses it, Nom hating not scen ye love; in li 
twhom, though now ye see him not, yet belitiing, w 
ve rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory : hl 
He not only feeds dh Christ, but he lives iu him. * 
T am the vine, ye are lhe branches: he that abideth 
in me, and T in him, the ame bringeth forth much ek 
fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing. As the 
branches receive sap and nourishment from the pe 
vine, so the believer derives spiritual life from 
Christ, by which he grows in grace, and flour- its 
g ishes in the courls of our God. Christ is the ac 
living head, and he a member of his mystical 
| body. | H 
. Christ is also the heart of his people, for as the th 
| blood flows from the heart through various arteries, an 
and diffuses life into all the members of the body, 
| returning back again by the same canals inverted, 5 
1 John 6. 51. 65 1 1 Peter 1. 8. Þ} John 43. 5. & Paalm 2. 13. do 
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and thus by its continual circulation, Supports that 


life which it gives; 80 the precious blood of Christ 
flows freely as a life-giving balm, delivering his 


Church from spiritual and eternal death, filling 
their souls with an Heavenly animation, and teach- 
ing them to hve to God. 


The believer: then, observe, lives in Christ, and 


continually derives life from him as a member of 


his body. And that life which he receives from 


Christ returns to him, so that he not only lives 


upon Christ, and in Christ, but also fo Christ; en- 


joving fellowship and communion with him, and 


living to the glory of his name. Knowing that 


whether in life or death, Christ is his, and he is 
blessed. (Phil. 1. 21.) For to me, to live is Christ, 


and to die is gain. 


Having discoursed upon some of the precious 


effects of faith, we come now 

II. Briefly to speak of some of its amiable pro- 
perties. 

O! that we may all know by happy experience 
its blessed effects! And then shall we be familiarly 
acquainted with.its gioriaus qualities. 

Sirs, let us lift np our hearts ih fervent prayer to 
Heaven, for this invaluable grace; which has ten 
thousand charms ; yea, its soul-ravishing beauties 
are innumerable ! | 

Lord! give us faith in thy dear son, that we 
may believe to the saving of the soul. Lord! we 
do believe, help thou our unbelict; remove it, 
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and increase our faith, that we may go on from 
one degree to another, till we pass the spiritual 
Jordan, and arrive at that happy Canaan of bliss, 
where faith shall be swallowed up in sight, hope 
in full enjoyment, and prayer in endless praise. 


To speak then of the properties of faith; observe, 5 


in the Firs! place, It is unfeigned. This is what 
Paul so much admires in young Timothy : 2 Tim. 
1. 5. When I call to remembrance the un- 
feigned faith that is in thee, xohich dwell first in 
thy grandmother Leis, and thy mother Eunice; 


and I am persuaded that in thee also. Not that we 
are to infer from this, that faith is hereditary, and 


therefore this ennobling quality was received by 
descent, or communicated to him by his mother. If 
so, the Oriental nations, by all probability, would 
by this time, have been well stocked with Chris- 
tians; for though the primitive believers them- 
selves have been long since extinct by death, their 
natural progeny must be very considerable; but 
the degenerated state of those nations is a con- 
vincing proof, if we had no other, that those who 
believe on the name of Christ are born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. (John 1. 13.) 

But though parents cannot give their children 
grace, it wust be admitted that a religious edu- 
cation (it properly conducted) is a very valuable 
privilege. Mr dear young hearers! You that are 
under the instruction and advice of pious and 
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affectionate parents, and have a continual view ot 
their godly examples, may Grace teach you to 
copy after them O] may the Lord crown their 
earnest endeavours, and answer their fervent 
prayers, in the conversion of your souls! 

I say, may the LoRD doit For remember, you 
must have far superior teaching to theirs, before 
you are Christians indeed. You may, by their ex- 
ample and advice, become Dissenters, for a Dis- 
Senter may make a Drssenter, but none but the 
eternal Spirit can make a real Christian, 

But to return from this digression, the true 
Christian's faith is unfeigned. This distinguishes 
him from all the formal and hypocritical profes- 
sors in the world, Whatever outward garb of re- 
ligion they may put on, their hearts not being 
right in the sight of God, their faith is but 


feigned, which renders them odious and detestable 


to him who searches the heart. 


Their lifted eyes salute the skies, 
Their bended knees the graund ; 
But God abhors the sacrifice, 
Where not the heart is found, 
5 Warrs. 


They draw nigh unto the Lord with their mouth, 
and honour him with their lips, but their heart is 
far from him. All their works they do to be seen of 
men. Their religion consists in the performance 
of such external duties as are more visible in the 
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eyes of men; but, follow them to their closets—- 


How is it with them there? Alas! their devotion 


ceases, their pretended holiness vanishes, and all 
their religion disappears! They have no closet-re- 
ligion, because they have no heart religion. O, my 
dear friends! What will such profession avail in 
the sad hour of death! Their falsehood and dis- 
simulation will serve but to feed the devauring 
flames of Jehovah's fierce anger. The hypoerite's 
hope shall perish, whose hope shall be cut off, and 
whose ru shall be a sprder's web. Jab 8. 13. 14. 

Not so the siuncere Christian, who is as sincere 
in his private Devotion as if the eyes of multitudes 
were upon him: Tyov Gop $EEST Mx,“ is the 
genuine language of his heart. With what feryency 
he breathes out his desires to God! He asks in 
unferoned faith, nothing wavering r he cometh ta 
God, believing that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that deligently seek him.} He pleads the 
promised blessing : Lord! I will not let thee go, 
ercept thou bless me.$ O! the sweet communion 
that he enjoys with his God, which no mortal 
creature is privy to but himself! 

Again, he looks with unfeigned affection to 
Jesus Christ; and calls him as a witness of the 
reality of his love: Lord ! thou knowest all things, 
thou knocwest that love thee.) Or, if jealous of his 
deceitful heart, he cries, Search me, O God! and 
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know my heart : tyy me, and know my thoughts 3 
and gec if there: be any wicred way in me, and lead 
me. in the way ererlasting. Psalm. 139. 23, 24. 

But as I have already taken up too much time, 
must hasten ta a conclusion; and therefore, yau 
must excuse moe, if | only just mention two or 
three more of the most conspicuous and shining 
qualities of faith. And, as it is un/e/gned, it is 

Secondly, an holy Faith; because it has {ho 
Holy One of Jerael for its author and fipisher ; its 
doctrines are holy, and : accarding ta (Godliness ;* 
and it has an holy influence over the believer's 
heart and conduct, as I have before observed. f 

It is the only holy faith, or if any other should 
claim any kind of holiness (but for my part, I x now 
of ne other holiness, ) still the faith of God's elect has 
the ascendeney, and can boast of a superior holi- 
ness; for it is the mos holy faith. (Jude 20.) But 
ye, beloved, building up yourseſves on your mos6 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost. 

Thirdly, it is tried faith! Tried in the furnace 
of affliction, by the eternal God himself ie by 
the fiery temptations of $atan—/ried by a perse- 
cuting world. But genuine faith will stand the 
trial, and become | 

In the Fourth place, victorꝭous Faith. It gains a 
complete victory over the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil—yea, more, it is victorious over Death itself, 
the last of enemies ! Faith points to death's great 


® 1 Tim, 6, 3. 1 See page 70. 
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conqueror, and when the Christian has a view of 
the risen Jesus, Death appears no longer in his 
frightful forms; but on the contrary, has an an- 
gelic appearance, Yea, even in his cold embraces, 
the believer shall join the Apostolic triumph—O 
Death! where is thy sting? O . where is 
thy victory. 

Knowing the reality of this, I cannot conclude 
without calling it 

In the Fifth and last place, precious F ah; * 
which inseparably unites to a preczous Jesus, and 
relies upon the exceeding precious promises of 
God in Him—is precious in life precious in 
death but here it ceases ; 'tis swallowed up in 
sight, and the believer, in full possession of all that 
faith caused him to hope for, joins the everlasting 


Song of Seraphim and glorified Spirits, in ascribing 
all alory to God and the Lamb. 


